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MY BOA AN EXPLANATION 


I'm sure a lot of you are wondering why there's a PIED PIPER 
COMICS logo on this long delayed NEW HUMANS™ #1. Yes, there's a 
reason for it, and a lot of it is a little hard to explain. But I'm just going to 
tell you what happened, not the official story, not any doctored version 
designed to make me or any one else look better. 

Last spring, I was first approached by David Campiti about writing 
EX-MUTANTS™, which was then to be titled Young Ex-Mutant Samurai 
Humans. Despite some reservations about the dumb title and silly concept, 
I took the job. 

At the time, David was working with Brian Marshall at Eternity 
Comics. They were financed by Scott Rosenberg, the owner of Sunrise 
Distribution. Perhaps David should have had more reservations. There 
was nothing really illegal or immoral about Rosenberg owning a comic 
book company, but with all the secrecy he demanded, there were times we 
could hardly help feeling there was something shady about it 

EX-MUTANTS #1 finally appeared in August, and around that time 
serious problems cropped up among Campiti, Marshall, and some 
creators. At that point, Rosenberg separated them, and set each up with 
his own companies. 

The split-up resulted in the creation of AMAZING COMICS and 
WONDER COLOR COMICS, led by David. Brian Marshall was left with 
Eternity, and a new company called Imperial. 

It was, at times, almost a competition with Eternity, a contest to see 
who could put out the most books and make the most money. I'm not going 
to judge who the winner was, but I will say that I never regretted my 
decision to leave Eternity. 

For the next several months, I worked in the Campiti & Associates 
offices as an associate editor for Wonder and Amazing, as well as writing 
EX-MUTANTS and several other titles. At first, everything went very 
well. 

But then, payments stopped coming on time, then finally at all 
Money for office expenses didn't come either, and Scott Rockwell, our art 
director and my roommate, and I, each went several weeks without salary 
Then, on several occasions, there was interference with our editorial 
decisions. 

Finally, the situation became intolerable. Rumors surfaced concerning 
plans to dump our company and pirate our projects away. 

So we're making as clean a break as possible, and we'll continue our 
efforts to see everyone he owes money to, including David Campiti, Ron 
Lim, Tim Dzon and me, and other creators and creditors as well, are paid. 

As for me, I'm sort of out of work, because my associate editor 
position is gone, but I'll still be writing these books, as well as working on 
some color books I hope to see out this summer. It's been a great time, and 


I don't regret a minute of this. a 
Ae wet 


ae 


David Lawrence 
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| READ MY BILLS TODAY, OH BOY ... 
rr 


| know what you're thinking. 

From the first ad, from the 
moment you picked up EX- 
MUTANTS #5 and this first issue 
of THE NEW HUMANS, you’ve 
been thinking something like 
“another rip-off spin-off.” Just 
what you need, right? Company 
after company produces spin-off 
after spin-off, none ever quite as 
good as the book that came be- 
fore. 

You know as well as | do: 
it's easier to produce a comic 
book, or a movie, or a TV series 
by relying on a pre-sold concept. 
Less thought is necessary from all 
involved, and it’s easier to sell to 
your audience, when you use 
already-familiar characters and 
concepts. 


And do you know what? 
You're right. 

The good folks think _ this 
book will sell. Not as well as EX- 
MUTANTS, but EX-MUTANTS 
has been successful enough to 
worth give THE NEW HUMANS. 
series a try. 


oO! 
ENTER: THE SPIN-OFF! 


But when the assignment 
first came through, | never even 
thought of turning it down. How 
many of you would say ‘‘no” to an 
extra few thousand dollars a 


year? Certainly, we all know 
the decision to publish this book 
was a business decision. But that 


doesn’t mean THE NEW HUMANS 
won't be good. 

The ‘‘Ex-Mutants Uni- 
verse,” as it’s already been refer- 
red to, is a big one. A whole world 
is out there to explore, a world 
very different from what you and 
| live in. With that-world as a 
backdrop, | have lots of stories to 
tell, more than | could ever hope 
to.get around to in EX-MUTANTS. 
But a same-world setting 
doesn’t mean the books have to 
be the same. There’s room for a 
Batman and a Superman, a 
Swamp Thing and a ’’Mazing Man 
in one DC universe after all, and 
certainly each of those titles has 
its own identity very distinct from 
the others. 


So when | started work on 
THE NEW HUMANS, | set out to 
do two things: 

First, as with any writer, | 
wanted it to be good. For me, that 
means entertaining; | want people 
to have fun when they read my 
writing. As a child writing short 
stories to show my friends and 


family: in high school when | 
edited the Peabody Civitan; and 
honestly even in my college term 
papers, that was always my first 
concern. 

Anything else, any extra 
substance or accomplishment, is 
a bonus. 

Not that | don’t try to do 
more than entertain, and I’m ar- 
rogant enough to think | succeed 
in achieving my loftier goals — 
sometimes. But nobody's going to 
learn anything from my writing if 
it's not entertaining enough to 
persuade them to read it. 

My second major goal was 
to make THE NEW HUMANS as 
different from EX-MUTANTS as 
possible. This required a little 
thought, and a /ot of work. The 


easiest thing in the world would 
have been for Doc to create a new 
batch of humans, set them loose, 
and cross over between the books 
as often as possible. Some 
writers, and in fact some com- 
panies, have ridden that path to 
fame and fortune. 

Not what | wanted to do, 
though. | decided, rather than a 
batch of newly-created humans to 
make The New Humans pre-holo- 
caust survivors. Given the oppor- 


tunity, | gave our diehard fans 
their first look in several of the 
new pages of EX-MUTANTS: 
THE SPECIAL EDITION #1 (still 
on sale), But how they survive is 
covered in the story you either just 
read or are about to, so | won't go 
into that. The important thing is it 
gave the characters a different 
perspective from the EX- 
MUTANTS. 

The Ex-Mutants are pro- 
ducts of this post-holocaust world, 
trying to make it better. The New 
Humans are from our world, our 


time. Trapped in this confusing 
new world, they are explorers try- 
ing to unravel the mysteries that 
confront them, trying to make 
sense out of a world they've never 
known. 

When it came clear to me 
that exploration was one of the 
major themes of this series, other 
ideas to differentiate them occur- 
red naturally. The Ex-Mutants 
operate in a fairly confined area. 
They travel, but going from coast 
to coast would just be more time 
and trouble than it’s worth for 
them. The New Humans, then, 
needed a way to get from place 
to place fairly easily. Thus, their 
aircraft, which I'll admit is merely 
comic book pseudo-science — 


but what the hell, it all made 
sense to me. And it made it possi- 
ble to give the book a more global 
scale. 


And that’s exactly what 
The New Humans will be doing in 
the early issues of this title: ex- 
ploring the world. What will they 
find, and what happens next? | 
don’t know; | haven’t made it up 
yet. 

But once | decided how to 
establish an individual identity for 
THE NEW HUMANS, my en- 
thusiasm increased considerably. 

That doesn’t mean these 
two books will read as though 
they’re written by two different 
writers. | have my own style, and 
both books will certainly be writ- 
ten in my style. | paid good money 
for it, it's the only one I've got, and 
by God I’m going to use it! 

My interests will be reflect- 
ed inthis book, too. Those of you 
who've been with me throughout 
my brief career pretty much know 
what interests me: good movies, 
bad TV, rock-and-roll, and the 
60's. It all tends to crop up when 
I’m not looking, and I’m sure it will 
happen here, too. 

Understood, I’m not swear- 
ing that the Ex-Mutants will never 
meet The New Humans. | really 
have no immediate plans for it, 
but | suppose it will happen soon- 
er or later when the storyline or 
my mood calls for it. 

But | do promise that this 
book will not become home to an 
endless series of cross-overs and 
that it won't be an easy way to clip 
you out of an extra buck-ninety 
five every other month. 

Do | always keep my pro- 
mises? 

No — but I try. 


— David Lawrence 


